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Abstract

As a truly global platform, the Africa-Europe Cluster of Research Excellence in Sustainable Food Systems
(CoRE-SFS) will address food systems challenges by (1) conducting collaborative research on food systems
transformation, (2) assuring continuity through a 10-year collaboration, (3) pooling resources for scale and
impact, and (4) significantly bolstering capacity in African institutions. Collaboration will span disciplines,
geography, and sectors, enabling solutionsthat transcend unilateral approaches. The 10-year Action Plan
aligns with four pillars: Research, Education / Capacity Development, Societal Impact, and Networking. The
plan draws on the broad fundraising and rich network capabilities inherent in the CoRE-SFS membership.
Building on the sound foundation of already established partnerships and programmes, extensive
collaborative research and capacity building are envisaged, with a particular focus on early-career
researchers embedded in joint projects. By ensuring that the next generation of scientists operates within a
global community that co-creates solutions with multi-sectoral stakeholders, CoORE-SFS will make
substantive contributions to addressing challenges in African and European food systems.
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Germany
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Prof. Daniel Barthelemy, Director: Scientific Cluster for Agriculture, Environment & Biodiversity — University of
Montpellier, France

Prof. Ndiko Ludidi, Dean: Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Sciences — University of Mpumalanga, South Africa

Dr Marco Madella, ICREA Research Professor in Environmental Archaeology & Archaeological Sciences —
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain

Prof. Jane Battersby, Associate Professor: Department of Environmental & Geographical Science — University
of Cape Town (UCT), South Africa

Prof. Bouchaib Boulanouar, Senior Officer: UMP6 Africa Initiative — Mohammed VI Polytechnic University,
Morocco

Prof. Bolanle Oboh, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Academics and Research — University of Lagos, Nigeria

Prof. Zerihun Tadele, Group Leader: Institute of Plant Sciences — University of Bern, Switzerland
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Dr Petronella Chaminuka, Acting Executive Manager: Crops and Natural Resources — Agricultural Research
Council, South Africa

Ms Thembi Mwamakamba, Director: Policy Research and Analysis — Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Policy Analysis Network, South Africa




